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Analyzing the Rise of Reproductive Justice During Contemporary Times

The Recrudescence of Repro-
ductive Justice

Increases in Public Contempt Doesn’t
Yeild Much Success

In a nation characterized by an endur-
ing struggle for civil liberties, a powerful so-
cial movement is once again making waves.
The United States, a country often hailed
as the land of opportunity, finds itself at
the epicenter of a profound and ongoing
debate—reproductive justice. As the nation
grapples with complex issues surround-
ing women’s health, bodily autonomy, and
equal access to healthcare, a resurgence of
reproductive justice protests has erupted;
the fight for reproductive justice is not just
a women’s issue—it is a human rights issue.

Figure A illustrates a substantial in-
crease in reproductive justice protests, no-
tably peaking in mid-2022 following the
overturn of Roe v. Wade by the con-
servative Supreme Court majority. Prior
to 2022, a notable surge in protests oc-
curred in late 2021, coinciding with the U.S.

Supreme Court’s decision to review a Mis-
sissippi law aiming to restrict abortions af-
ter 15 weeks, known as “Dobbs v. Jack-
son Women’s Health Organization.” This
case garnered significant attention, serving
as a focal point for the reproductive justice
movement.

In Figure B, we focus on reproduc-
tive justice protests led by left-wing/anti-
Trump organizations, highlighting 2020
and 2023 as the years with the highest
protest frequency. The spikes in 2020
and 2023 could be primarily attributed to
the transformative effects of the COVID-
19 pandemic, which profoundly impacted
healthcare access, and the momentum
generated by the #MeToo or BLM move-
ment. These years saw reproductive justice
protests intersect with these significant so-
cietal shifts. Additionally, these spikes also
reflect the resounding public disapproval
following the overturning of Roe v. Wade
in 2023. While changes in reproductive
rights policies, influential elections, leg-
islative actions, and broader social justice
movements like Black Lives Matter played
crucial roles, it was the confluence of these
factors that fueled the surge in activism

during these pivotal years.
In the context of Michigan, Figure C

provides insights into protest frequencies
across different cities, with each dot repre-
senting the average protest size. Notably,
cities where protests boasted an average at-
tendance of 1000 participants or more are
explicitly labeled. A conspicuous pattern
emerges, with a concentration of such cities
appearing around June 24th, a date closely
tied to the landmark Roe v. Wade decision
reversal. It’s worth highlighting that some
of the most substantial protests occurred
prior to this pivotal date, underscoring the
profound public dissent in anticipation of
the Dobbs case’s predicted outcome.

These findings suggest that despite
America’s perception as a representative
democracy, the apparent violations of hu-
man rights in various states may not con-
sistently align with the public agenda, espe-
cially after the overturn of Roe v. Wade. Al-
though there is public discontent and dis-
approval of these policies, protests may not
always translate into effective mechanisms
for voicing concerns, potentially leading to
limited success in achieving political and
legal changes.
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