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Graphic Detail: Trans Rights

A Comprehensive Look at the Diverse Landscape of Global Trans Rights

2021 Data Reveals Overlooked Challenges to Trans Rights

rF
-
-/
. No Indirect Criminalization Indirect Criminalization is Present No data
Reassessing the Influence of TRIP and scores
Religiosity on Trans Rights
12.51
X e oo Luxembourg 4 — ]
10.01 Frénce oo Paldstan
o Germa‘ﬂy Norway 1 ——I
— [ X ([ 1]
8 7.5 o ® om
)] ° @O O Switzerland - ——|
& 50 ) @ © o
E o [ [
- ° e © 0o 06 ® oo Qatar 1 |
> e o [eleYc - X ]
e North Korea 0 coomam Ireland { [ 1
0.0 1 o
0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0 0 2 4 6 8
Religiosity Percent Score

The Unique Challenges of
Trans Identity

Understanding the Varied Realities of
Transgender Lives Worldwide

A resurgence of backlash is posing a
renewed threat to the rights of transgen-
der individuals globally. In the United

States, legislatures in various states have in-
troduced numerous anti-trans bills, aim-
ing at diminishing rights such as access
to gender-affirming healthcare and legal
gender recognition. Concurrently, nations
like Hungary and Russia have enacted and
broadened anti-LGBT propaganda laws, in-
tensifying restrictions on the freedoms of
expression for gender identity minorities.
Examining and comprehending the restric-
tive state of transgender individuals may be
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trickier than anticipated, and circumvent-
ing existing barriers to their rights involves
looking at these constraints through vari-
ous lenses.

To gain a complete understanding of
how trans people are affected, The Trans
Rights Indicator Project has compiled a
data set comprising 14 indicators. These
indicators assess the legal landscape for
transgender individuals across 173 coun-
tries from 2000 to 2021. The project



aims to encapsulate the existence or ab-
sence of laws pertaining to criminaliza-
tion, legal gender recognition, and anti-
discrimination protections.

Many countries actively discriminate
through their arbitrary application of laws
unrelated to gender identity or expression
to target transgender people. For exam-
ple, security forces use laws concerning
“public order,” “vagrancy,” “morality,” “de-
cency,” and other vague offenses to indi-
rectly criminalize trans individuals. The
ambiguous implementations of laws, often
used to suppress and criminalize individu-
als based on their identities, highlights the
formidable challenges people face in as-
serting and expressing their identity. In a
landscape where criminalization is preva-
lent, overcoming these obstacles within a
system that disproportionately disadvan-
tages certain groups may prove to be even
more challenging than initially anticipated.

Furthermore, the authors of the Trans
Indicator project created their own vari-
able that presents a yearly score for each
country to represent the total domestic le-
gal rights available for transgender peo-
ple. Possible scores range from 0 to 13,
with higher scores indicating more rights.
I wanted to evaluate the influence of re-

ligiosity for each country and their corre-
sponding TRIP score to gauge a better un-
derstanding of how these variables may in-
teract with each other. Outliers, promi-
nent countries, as well as the maximum
and minimum values are highlighted as a
visual emphasis. Certain countries, like
North Korea, may seem more expected in
their stance, while others, such as Pakistan,
present intriguing observations. With a
high religiosity percent and a TRIP score of
11, Pakistan’s case raises questions about
the influence of religion on legal implica-
tions concerning trans rights. These nu-
ances underscore the intricate nature of
each country’s dynamics and how they in-
tersect with legal ramifications.

Even among some of the wealthiest na-
tions, the living conditions for their trans-
gender residents may be substandard. The
data set also incorporates LGB scores for
each country, utilizing 11 indicators de-
rived from ILGA World’s State-Sponsored
Homophobia Report. The bar chart aims
to examine the differences in the TRIP in-
dicator capturing legal gender recognition
and the rights countries offered to sex-
ual orientation. The findings indicate that
recognition and protection for LGB indi-
viduals may be more prevalent than trans

gender people in more developed coun-
tries, with the notable exception of Qatar.
This anomaly could be attributed to insuffi-
cient data regarding LGB laws in certain re-
gions, or the possibility that in some cases
protections for trans individuals do exist
while LGB protections do not. Countries do
not inherently treat sexual orientation and
transgender rights equally, and conflating
the two measures may misrepresent the ac-
tual domestic legal situation. It is impor-
tant to distinguish this, as the blurring of
these two aspects can lead to misconcep-
tions about the actual level of protections
for transgender individuals in a specific re-
gion.

The legal situation for transgender in-
dividuals is gradually improving, albeit at a
modest pace. Acknowledging the inherent
and somewhat implicit challenges faced
by these minorities is crucial for rectifying
and enhancing their legal standing. Un-
derstanding how specific characteristics of
certain countries may impact minoritized
identity status and recognizing the distinc-
tions within sexual minorities holds the po-

tential to improve trans minorities globally.
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